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Questioning social norms and freedom of expression have always been major factors in my life in teaching and learning about music. I want to give students a real world connection of music to their worlds, and see how what they learn in school is not meant to just be left in school. As the teacher I encourage creativity, questions that can lead to answer that can to action, and positive music making. 


The questioning of social norms is understanding the world that we live in today and the community in which we live in and why it is the way it is. Students should be aware of issues that effect them, and offer questions that they themselves should be asking as well. Sharing with the students the history of American music through the perspective of the oppressed, whether it may be race, religion, gender, or social class, offers students a different outlook in the music they play. Teaching jazz is the prime example of teaching social justice through music since it contains so many examples of this outlook, particularly the African American oppression throughout American History. 


Jazz at its core is based on improvisation, a creative musical gesture that is done at the moment. Improvisation allows the musician the greatest freedom of expression because improvisation is not about being right or wrong, (in regards to time/harmony/melody/intonation) its about how you interpret the music and what it means to you. In order for students to grasp the idea of freedom of expression, I need to challenge my students in trying to find a deeper meaning to their lives. Give direction to each student in allowing them express themselves fully and without fear. 

My reasoning for teaching is to motivate students into wanting to learn, and never accepting any idea or concept by its face value. Students need to understand why they learn certain things, learn why certain things are the way they are in our society, and ultimately learn how to express themselves uniquely and fearlessly. I learned these lessons directly from music, and feel like I understand the world and my life a little better. I hope to not only instill these ideas to my students but ideally, help build a better future for the next generation. 

